East Midlands Branch Meeting Minutes 24th November 2011
Apologies: R Whitehead, T Stubbs, N Brown, J Lees & P Hackett.
New members/guests: A McCaid, M Boulter and L Campion.
Chairman’s report: 

Ray welcomed all to the first meeting of 2012.
Congratulations were given to P Clarke on achieving Graduate Membership status.

Members were again informed that the signing in book was no longer used by IOSH for checking as CPD records and that it would be available at the front table to be signed by those members that wanted to do so.

The members were told of the arrangements for the February meeting at Leicester College.

Ray asked if the minutes of the last meeting were a true record, these were agreed.
Secretary’s report: 

The meeting was told about the upcoming AGM and that nominations for the Executive Committee would be welcomed as well as topics and speakers for future meetings. 

Treasurer’s Report: 
David reported that the Branch funds stand at £15,574.35p.
Next year’s budget had been submitted.
BEDA: 

Brian reminded the Branch of the member’s workshop 21st January 2012.
March is the last open book assessment in the current format, the new format will be in two parts with the first part having to be passed before the second part can be taken. It would be partially multi-choice.
WEB: 
The meeting was told that the quarterly web review showed 22% of members visited the site – up on last year.
AoB: None
Speaker – Gareth Salisbury from Dtec International – Drugs and alcohol misuse in the workplace.

Gareth gave a very thought provoking presentation that raised a variety of questions and left the audience with a good many issues to ponder over.
 He started with an explanation of drugs and how they stay in the system. A survey in 2010 showed that 1 in 10 used drugs and that people on drugs are 3 times more likely to have or cause an accident.
Gareth’s presentation is now on our web site. 

Next meeting - Thursday 16th February 2012 – Behavioural science
Speaker: Dr Caroline Yeomans
